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July 19,1901 1640 

History of a case of yellow fever at Bocas del Toro. 

Booas DEL Toeo, Colombia, July S, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith a charted history of the 
second case of yellow fever as mentioned in my communication of June 
29. This case occurred in the town of Bocas del Toro. The patient, 
Mr. L. F. Byan, an American, has been living here since November, 
1900, and has enjoyed good health up to the time of present attack. I 
submitted the notes in the case to Dr. Wailes and invited him to see 
the case ; he did not think it was necessary, but was satisfied with my 
diagnosis and so reported it to the Louisiana State board of health. 

When called to see Dr. Probert, I found a convalescent patient, Col. 
C. L. Withrow, an American, at the hospital. Colonel Withrow entered 
the hospital on June 4, and the case was recorded with a diagnosis of 
neurasthenia. 

The colonel now tells me that he was suffering from a nervous break- 
down, but was very much improved when he became suddenly ill on 
June 12, about noon, with a severe chill, followed by high fever, vom- 
iting, and great pain in the head and back. Since then, his temperature 
and pulse record, as kept, has fallen in my hands, and I have charted the 
case as fully as the records show, and inclose same for your information. 
To me the case is decidedly suspicious. 

******* 

By instructions of the United Fruit Company the hospital has been 
closed, and a thorough disinfection and fumigation of the premises is 
now being made under the supervision of Dr. Wailes. 

Prom all appearances, the United Fruit Company and the local gov- 
ernment are using all means to prevent the spread of the disease. 
Bespectfully, ' Paul Osterhout, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Two more cases of yellow fever at Bocas del Toro. 

Bocas del Toro, Colombia, July 10, 1901. 

Sir : I have to report the development of a third case of yellow fever, 
that of Mrs. F. B. Bead, an American, who arrived here from Newport 
News, Va., about two months ago. She was first taken sick on the 
night of July 4. 

Dr. Wailes has seen the case with me and fully confirms the diagno- 
sis. I will send a history of the case to the Bureau when I can formu- 
late all my notes in the case. 

In my communication of July 3, to the Bureau, I made mention of a 
convalescent patient, Col. C. L. Withrow, being in the hospital of the 
United Fruit Company. With the colonel was his wife and sister-in- 
law, Miss Bessie Winne. These three were bathed and clothing sent to 
them from Bocas del Toro, and immediately removed from the hospital, 
but kept under observation for ten days. As nothing developed in that 
length of time, I suggested that they go to their home on the plantation, 
8 miles from Bocas del Toro. On July 7, they sent for me to see Miss 
Winne. She was brought to the United Fruit Company's hospital (2 J 
miles from this town), together with Colonel Withrow and wife. Dr. 
Wailes has seen the case with me, and at this time we are undecided as 
to its nature. 



